
I’m here today to talk about the very important upland plant areas remaining in Bonita Springs. The high, 
dry scrub communities are highly desired by developers because the developers do not need to bring in 
as much soil. Plus, the mitigation costs are much lower than buying wetland credits. As a result, these 
areas are increasingly rare. We can gauge the scarcity of these lands by the number of remaining gopher 
tortoises. They are a keystone species because their burrows are so important to the up to 350 other 
species that live in them. So, by allowing them to be relocated, we lose the habitat and ecological 
benefits they created. Also, the lack of relocation sites means that they are now sent to Central or North 
Florida where they suddenly experience frosts and freezing weather. I understand that the mortality rate 
is 10%, which is not sustainable. 

Now, you are proposing to build soccer fields near the dog park on Terry where there are about 8 acres of 
varying quality of scrub that you already own. Leitner Creek flows through the property. There are areas of 
heavy invasives, but there are also areas with intact rare, endangered or very high value plants. And, there 
are gopher tortoises on the land.  

This parcel is comparable to a 10-acre parcel the Village of Estero purchased for $1.2 million three years 
ago that has the north branch of the Estero River flowing through it. Since that purchase, the invasive 
species have been removed, and the plants and animals are rebounding. The US Dept of Agriculture and 
the Florida legislature have provided funding to that property to the tune of over $2.5 million. 

Why? 

Preventing development of things like soccer fields prevents the excess fertilizers and chemicals from 
running off into the Estero River or Leitner Creek. The conservation of the land is worthwhile as well as the 
ability of the land to clean stormwater and prevent flooding. 

• Soccer fields require excessive chemicals that will run off and leech into the waterway.  
• Soccer fields here will be expensive after buying wetland and upland mitigation credits. 
• Bonita Springs is running very low on equivalent habitat like this area. 
• There are better locations for soccer fields which include the rec center and they will be much less 

expensive and more popular. 
• This is truly the worse possible scenario for this parcel. 

Alternatively, you could remove the invasives and create a beautiful passive preserve where the residents 
can enjoy experiencing this rare sight. They will enjoy the health benefits and the peaceful tranquility of 
an amazing place right in the center of Bonita.  

Thank you. 

 


